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TOM COYNE is a four-time New York Times bestselling author of golf literature, including the acclaimed travel 
trilogy: A Course Called Ireland, Scotland, and America. His debut novel, A Gentleman’s Game, was adapted into a 
major motion picture. An award-winning writer, Coyne is an editor and podcast host at The Golfer’s Journal and has 
contributed to Sports Illustrated and The New York Times. Tom is a longtime professor of creative writing at St. 
Joseph's University in Philadelphia (Assoc. prof, gave up tenure to become editor of The Golfer's Journal--whoops!)
Beyond writing, he co-hosted a travel series with Bill Murray, owns Sullivan County Golf Club, and is a golf course 
designer. He holds an M.F.A. from Notre Dame and lives near Philadelphia with his wife and two daughters.



You have to care.  When we drift into writing about things for which we have 
lack passion, it shows.  We feel it.  Our reader feels it.  So on this retreat, I want to 
identify the things you care deeply about, and work on presenting them in a way 
that engages an audience, and makes them care, too.

If golf is that thing, great.  If it's some other sport or game or hobby, perfect.  
We'll begin with what you love, and we'll work to find the words for it.

During our time together, we'll explore what separates good writing from great 
writing and practice our fundamentals: scene, detail, dialogue, character, setting.  
Golf isn't too dissimilar from writing in that regard.  Good fundamentals unlock 
a lot of possibilities.

I'll ask you to bring writing to the workshop that we can share with the group.  
I'll ask you to do some writing in our workshop.  And we'll use our activities that 
week to inspire new work.  We'll work in prose (nonfiction or fiction welcome) 
though a little verse is always welcome.  It's Ireland, after all.

No publication experience required.  No genre limitations.  Bring your curiosity, 
your passion, your honesty, your open-mindedness and willingness.  Maybe your 
golf clubs, too.  Our goal for the week is to take the thing you love and present it 
in language that makes a reader love it just as much.  And to have fun while doing 
so. 

WRITING YOUR PASTIME 



WE SUGGEST FLYING TO DUBLIN
a day or two in advance to adjust to the European 
timezone. Dublin itself is a beautiful walkable city 
offering a blend of rich history, literature, and pub 
culture. Top sights include the Book of Kells at 
Trinity College, the Guinness Storehouse, and 
historic sites like Kilmainham Gaol and Dublin 
Castle. Explore Temple Bar, walk along the River 
Liffey to see the Ha'penny Bridge, and visit museums 
like the National Gallery. 

Pickup:
Sunday, October 10 at 4 pm
Dublin Airport 



....this breathtaking castle 

in the heart of Kildare



To maximize your
writing time, 

breakfast hour is 
flexible and our chef-
made lunches will be 

grab and go. Each evening, 
we’ll dine together 

in one of the 
castle’s restaurants, 

and one night 
at a nearby pub.



ACTIVITIES DURING THE RETREAT 
include the two afternoon rounds of golf 

on Tuesday and Thursday.  

On Monday and Wednesday, we’ll use active 
writing prompts such as falconry & archery,  

both guaranteed to delight you and 
inspire your writing.



Each lodge room 
features a desk,

a private, 
full bathroom, 

and is located on 
the golf course. 





You can opt for a suite that includes a living room and patio.



THROUGHOUT THE DAY
You can always find a compelling place to write on your own.



IN YOUR SPARE TIME
Enjoy tennis, treat yourself to a spa visit, or take a relaxing stroll on the castle’s gorgeous property. 



YOUR RETREAT INCLUDES:
5 nights in an ensuite private room

freshly prepared meals
12 hours of workshop instruction

one-hour private critique
two rounds of golf with Tom

pub night
local transportation

on-site concierge services
Please note that alcohol is not included

RETREAT PRICE:
$7650  private ensuite room w/ living room

$7150 private ensuite room
$5350 for a guest

— CLICK HERE TO APPLY —
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https://www.forewordretreats.com/foreword-retreats-application/
https://www.forewordretreats.com/foreword-retreats-application/
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