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JOHN CLAUDE BEMIS is an award-
winning author and instructor who has 
coached writers from all around the 
world—many now published in both 
the adult and children’s book markets. 

He’s the author of six novels, one 
picture book, and a graphic novel series. 
John’s engaging instructional approach 
helps writers deepen their knowledge of 
story-craft and discover new creative 
approaches to generating ideas and 
scenes.



Whether developing an idea, drafting new pages, or revising an 
existing manuscript, this retreat will offer guidance, focused 

writing time, and a small, supportive 
group of fellow writers.

Each day will begin with a three-hour workshop, where 
participants will explore techniques to make each scene and 

every page more captivating to readers. You’ll learn new ways to 
create an immersive writing voice with point-of-view, how to 
micro-plot scenes into strong arcs, and how to weave together 

your characters’ interior lives with their external struggles. Each 
participant will have a one-hour private consultation with John. 

All genres of fiction writing are welcome.

Share a château with eight other writers 
for a week of creative splendor 

in the Bordeaux vineyards.



WE SUGGEST FLYING TO BORDEAUX
a day or two in advance to adjust to French time. 
Bordeaux itself is a beautiful walkable city with 
gorgeous architecture, a cathedral, a mirror of water, a 
wine museum, and a landmark called the Grosse 
Cloche—the Big Bell. You can fly directly to Bordeaux 
or take the high-speed train from Paris. Pack layers and 
comfortable shoes, along with your laptop.

Pickup:
Saturday, September 25 at 4 pm
Bordeaux-Saint-Jean train station

and you will be whisked to...



....this breathtaking château 
in the heart of the

Bordeaux
wine country.



To maximize your
writing time, 

breakfasts and 
our chef-prepared

lunches 
are grab and go.



ACTIVITIES DURING YOUR RETREAT
include an optional guided stroll through the 
château’s vineyard and a private tasting of its 
wines. 

Mid-week, we’ll tour the Citadel of Blaye, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. After seeing 
the fortress, we will visit the colorful farmer’s 
market on the Allée des Soupirs – the Alley 
of Sighs – and enjoy lunch together at a 
restaurant.



The château features
twelve bedrooms,

each with a private,
full bathroom.





IN YOUR SPARE TIME
Mindful yoga sessions and stretches targeted to writers will be lead by mindfulness instructor Amy Gorely,

enjoy a dip in the pool, hone your writing in a cozy corner of the estate, and
curl up with a great book in one of the reading rooms.



What’s included:
6 nights in an ensuite private room

freshly prepared French meals
15 hours of workshop instruction

one-hour private critique
scheduled dining out & activities

local transportation
on-site concierge services

Please note that alcohol is not included

THE PACKAGE:
$6650 for a private room

$5950 each for a shared room
$4500 for a guest

— CLICK HERE TO APPLY —

https://www.forewordretreats.com/foreword-retreats-application/
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