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JOHN KENNEY is the bestselling author of three novels and four books of poetry, including

Talk to Me, Love Poems for Married People, Love Poems for People with Children, and Love Poems for Anxious People.
His first novel, Truth In Advertising, won the Thurber Prize for American Humor. He is a longtime contributor to
The New Yorker magazine’s Shouts & Murmurs. He lives in Larchmont, New York, with his wife, Lissa, a therapist,

and two children, whose names currently escape him.



LIGHT IN THE DARK
FINDING HUMOR IN STORIES OF GRIEF

There is an intersection between grief and humor that has always fascinated me.
While I love serious works of fiction, I find myself drawn to writers who take
me to places that are intense, dark, painful, honest, but are also find the light

and lightness in those place, the gorgeous, unexpected dark humor. Writers who

explore the dialectical nature of emotion. Painful and funny. Intense and

absurd. (Also, we’ll try not to use words like dialectical.) Let’s explore humanity
and humor in very real, very sad situations. Life, in other words, and the unique

lens through which we tell our stories. For five days we’ll sit together and talk,
read and write. We’ll do this as a group and one-on-one. We’ll do so in an effort

to help you discover and hone your voice. We’ll explore other writing — short
pieces, novels, scripts — that are profound, intimate, funny, surprising. But we’ll

spend the majority of our time examining your writing in a supportive,
constructive way. It can be a vulnerable, mildly terrifying thing to share. But

we’ll do so in a way that finds kindness and joy in the process.




WE SUGGEST FLYING TO FRANCE

a day or two in advance to adjust to French time.
Bordeaux itself is a beautiful walkable city with
gorgeous architecture, a mirror of water, a wine

museum, and the Grosse Cloche—the Big Bell.

There are direct trains from Paris to Bordeaux,

Paris to Arcachon, and Bordeaux to Arcachon.

Pack layers and comfortable shoes, along

with your laptop.

PICK UP:

Sunday, October 18 at 5:30 pm

Arcachon Train Station

And you will be whisked to...






Arcachon is known
for a variety of
local specialities

including mackerel,

sole, and oysters.

To maximize your
writing time, breakfasts

and our chef-prepared

lunches are grab and go.

In the evening, our chef
prepares exquisite

sit-down dinners.




ACTIVITIES DURING THE RETREAT
include a boat tour of the Bay of
Arcachon, a visit to the neighboring
village, Cap de Ferret, and lunch at a local

restaurant.
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Jhe villa
features
nine bedroeoms,
each with a
private,
Jull bathroom.



IN YOUR SPARE TIME, enjoy a dip in the water, expand your writing community,

and explore the village of Arcachon just minutes away on foot.




THROUGHOUT THE DAY, you can always find a sweet spot to write on your own.




WHAT’S INCLUDED:

— 6 nights in an ensuite private room
— freshly prepared French meals

— 15 hours of workshop instruction
— one-hour private critique

— scheduled dining out & activities
— local transportation

— on-site concierge services
Please note that alcohol is not included
THE COST:

$6650 for a private room
$5550 each for a shared room
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— CLICK HERE TO APPLY —


https://www.forewordretreats.com/foreword-retreats-application/

